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Sir: 

This Reply Brief, filed pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 41.41, is submitted in response to the 
Examiner's Answer dated July 14, 2005. Appellants continue to disagree with the 
Examiner's application of the asserted reference to the rejected claims, and stand by the 
arguments made in their Appeal Brief. 

In addition, Appellants note that the Examiner's Answer includes a procedural 
mistake that needs to be addressed. On page 3, under the heading "Grouping of Claims," 
the Examiner has asserted that all of the claims 1-10 stand or fall together. This Is incorrect 
for two reasons. 

First, as noted by the Examiner in her February 1 1 , 2005, Notification of Non- 
Compliant Appeal Brief, 37 CFR 41 .37 includes new requirements. Under that regulation 
"Grouping of Claims" is no longer required in the Appeal Brief. As such. Appellants request 
that each claim stand separately on its own merits, as argued In the Appeal Brief. 
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Second, the Appeal Brief does in fact identify separate grounds for which separate 
sets of claims should be allowed independently. (See page 4, "Grouping of Claims," and 
Separate Grounds A and B in the Argument section.) For these reasons it is submitted that 
claims 1-10 should be considered separately on their own merits, in view of the arguments 
submitted in the Appeal Brief. 
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